
   

 

TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

ASCENTION, SENIOR SUNDAY AND MOTHERS’ DAY 

MAY 6, 2018   10:30 AM 

THIS IS GOD’S HOUSE.  
 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
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GOD CALLS THE PEOPLE TOGETHER 

(* Indicates those who are able, please stand.  Bold print indicates responsive reading.) 
(W = White Hymnal;  R = Red Hymnal) 

GATHERING MUSIC                                                                              Erik Collins 
 
WELCOME  AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                     Liturgist, Alec Wigton 
 This is the day the lord has made. 
  Let us rejoice and be glad in it.                

            (Please sign Friendship Pads)         
BRINGING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST                         Acolyte 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                   Liturgist, Alec Wigton 
We gather together to worship God; 
 God wraps us in wings like a mother hen. 
We gather together to worship Jesus; 
 Jesus leads us up to the Kingdom of Heaven. 
We gather together to worship the Holy Spirit; 
 the Holy Spirit calls us to soar in loving kindness. 
It is the Triune God who calls us together: 
 Let us worship God! Amen. 
 
*HYMN            “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit”                       R-408 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION                         Rev. Elana Levy 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                Rev. Elana Levy 
Dear Mother God, your wings are warm around us. We are enfolded in 
your love and care. Safe in the dark, your heartbeat’s pulse surrounds us. 
You call to us, for you are always there. You call to us, for we are in your 
image. We wait on you; the nest is cold and bare. High overhead, your 
wingbeats call us onward. Filled with your power, we ride the empty air. 
Let not our freedom scorn the needs of others—we climb the clouds until 
our strong heart sings. May we enfold our sisters and brothers, ‘til all are 
string, ‘till all have eagles’ wings. 

~a moment of silent reflection~ 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                   Rev. Elana Levy 
The one who calls us to soar is the one who fills our wings with the breath of love. 
 The breath of the Holy Spirit sustains us, and lifts us up to the heights of 
 forgiveness.  
Let us forgive as we have been forgiven; love as we have been loved; and call as we have 
been called 
 Hallelujah, Amen! 
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RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS                 “Be Not Afraid”                   R-243 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE AND WELCOMING THE CHILDREN                       Rev. Lucus Keppel 
Let the children come to me, and do not stop them; 

for it’s to such as these, that God’s Kingdom belongs. 

GOD SPEAKS TO THE PEOPLE 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                         Liturgist, Alec Wigton 

Holy Spirit, lift these words of truth from the pages of scripture. Hold them before us, 
that through the scriptures we read today, we would come to know your Word, Jesus 
Christ, and be lifted up in him. In your holy name we pray: Amen. 

 
STORY FROM THE BIBLE              Luke 24:44-53                Liturgist, Alec Wigton 
  
TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES                         Sue Chancellor 

After the children’s sermon, children up through 
kindergarten age may leave with Donna Bridenstine. 

Praise the Lord! 
 The Lord’s name be praised! 
 

CHORAL ANTHEM          “Al Shlosha D’Varim”                    ~ Allan Naplan
        The world is sustained by three things: truth, justice, and peace. 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING      Acts 1:1-11             Rev. Lucus Keppel 
  
SERMON                          Uplift                   Rev. Lucus Keppel 
                       ~Time For Reflection~ 
CONGRATULATIONS 
 
SENIOR RECOGNITION 
Celebration of Alec Wigton                        Sue Chancellor
 Alec’s Time of Reflection 
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*HYMN          “Will You Come and Follow Me” (vs. 1-2, 4-5)          R-726 
 

  CALLED BY GOD TO RESPOND 
CALL TO OFFERING                                                     Rev. Elana Levy 
 
OFFERING                          Rev. Elana Levy 
 
*RESPONSE OF THANKSGIVING   “All Creatures of Our God and King”  (V.6)            R-15 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION                   Rev. Elana Levy 
 
MOTHERS’ DAY LITANY                   Rev. Lucus Keppel 

To those who are pregnant with new life, both expected and surprising 
 we anticipate joy with you. 
To those who gave birth this year to their first child 
 we celebrate with you. 
To those who lost a child this year 
 we mourn with you. 
To those who walk the hard path of infertility, fraught with pokes, prods, tears, and 
disappointment 
 we walk with you. Forgive us when we say foolish things. We don't 
 mean to make this harder than it is. 
To those who experienced loss this year through miscarriage, failed adoptions, or 
running away 
 we mourn with you. 
To those who are in the trenches with little ones every day and wear the badge of food 
stains, arguments, and sleepless nights 
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 we appreciate you. 
To those who are single mothers, work long hours to support their family, and who 
serve in the armed forces 
 we honor your dedication. 
To those who experienced abuse at the hands of your own mother 
 we acknowledge your experience and pray for your safety and healing. 
To those who are foster moms, mentor moms, and spiritual moms 
 we need you. 
To those who have warm and close relationships with your children or grandchildren 
 we celebrate with you. 
To those who have disappointment, heart ache, and distance with your children or 
grandchildren 
 we sit with you. 
To those who lost their mothers this year 
 we grieve with you. 
To those who will have emptier nests in the upcoming year 
 we grieve and rejoice with you. 
To those who lived through driving tests, medical tests, and the overall testing of 
motherhood 
 we are better for having you in our midst. 
This Mothers' Day, we walk with you. 
 Mothering is not for the faint of heart and we have strong, courageous 
 hearts in our midst. We honor and remember you. 
 
Let us offer a silent prayer for all those who have touched our lives. 

~a time of silence for reflection and prayer~ 
The flowers that you hold in your hands are a sign of the love that has blossomed in all 
of our lives. They recognize the love that we have received and the love that we give. If 
there is someone who has made a difference in your life, I invite you to either pass this 
flower on to them in celebration of their loving kindness, or keep it in a place where 
you can think of them this week. 
 Loving and gracious God, all life-giving love comes to us through your 

 blessing and goodness. We praise you for the mothers and the 
mothering people in our lives who have risen to the call to love 
unconditionally, to care and comfort without ceasing, and to embody 
faithfulness and loyalty. As they have been a blessing to us, may they be 
blessed abundantly. When any of us fall short of this calling, help us to 
see the grace that you offer to be remade in Christ's image as one who 
serves you and who serves our neighbors. Show each one that the love 
that we seek has been showered on us all since time immemorial and 
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that the love we have been called to give is ever available to share with 
the heart of another. Amen.  

  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER           Rev. Lucus Keppel 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
 our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
   

SENT BY GOD INTO THE WORLD 

*SENDING HYMN            “Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore”                R-721 
 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                            Rev. Lucus Keppel 
May the light of God shine through the darkest places of your life. May the call of Christ 
resound through your being. May the love of the Holy Spirit connect you always with 
fellowship and community. In the name of God, go in peace and serve the LORD! 
 
TAKING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD                                  Acolyte 
 
BENEDICTION RESPONSE    “Hallelujah, We Sing Your Praises” (Refrain)              R-538 

 
*POSTLUDE                       Erik Collins 
 

 

 

A Warm Welcome to any visitors this morning—Thank you for joining us! 

 
Resource: Cover image by Travis Silva, from CreationSwap. 
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ATTENDANCE   There were 72 worshippers in attendance during our service last 
Sunday, and contributions were $5,131.00 in comparison to our weekly budget of 
$4,360.00. 

PRAYERS REQUESTED 
Please contact the church office to update prayer requests. 

-Jean Keller. 
‐Amanda, (friend of Susan Austin) who’s step‐son, Caleb, is nearing his last days on this    
   earth.  He is 23 years old and has a 2 year old son. 
‐Jackie Braselton and family on the death of her sister. 
‐Barbara Higgins, Margot Ries. 
‐Florence Churchill, now in the transition to Hospice care. 
‐Ken McComb, Bev McComb’s son, for strength as he faces the recurrence of cancer. 
‐Lee & Jonna Adams, ongoing health treatments for their son, Zane. 
‐Bess Guthrie, for comfort and the freedom from back & hip pain. 
‐Lisette Wigton, for continued healing. 
‐Patti Karner (daughter‐in‐law of Ted Karner).   
‐Reagan McCrackin, Ted Karner’s great granddaughter. 
‐PC(USA) Seminaries. 
‐Our Sister Church, Embombeni Congregation, in Malawi, Africa. 
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OUR STAFF 
Rev. Elana Levy and Rev. Lucus Keppel, Co-Pastors 

Sue Chancellor, Director of Christian Education 
Erik Collins, Director of Music 
Donna Bridenstine, Child Care 

Kim Harvey, Administrative Assistant 
 

ELDERS ON SESSION 
  Class of 2018  Robert Block   Brenda Cunningham Katy Orrell 
  Class of 2019  Ann Frazier    Craig Hanson   Dwayne Strasheim 
  Class of 2020  John Clawson   Debbie Straabe 

 
TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH—PC(USA) 

9303 E. 111th St. Bixby, OK 74008   918-369-3690 
www.trinitychurchbixby.org 

     Trinity@olp.net  |  Trinitymusic@olp.net  |  www.pcusa.org 


