
   

 

TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 10, 2017   10:30 AM 

                      

THIS IS GOD’S HOUSE.  
ALL ARE WELCOME! 
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GOD CALLS THE PEOPLE TOGETHER 

(* Indicates those who are able, please stand.  Bold print indicates responsive reading.) 
(W = White Hymnal;  R = Red Hymnal) 

GATHERING MUSIC                                                                              Erik Collins 
 
WELCOME  AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                         Liturgist, Richard Spencer 
 This is the day the lord has made. 
  Let us rejoice and be glad in it.                

            (Please sign Friendship Pads)         

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST                      Acolyte, Seve Smith 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                 Liturgist, Richard Spencer 

The God who speaks comfort to us, calls us here. 
 The God who addresses us with tenderness meets us here. 
The God who guides us with gentleness cares for us here. 
 We come to prepare a way for the Lord. 
We come to ready ourselves for the transformation of our lives 
 For the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it. 
 Amen. 
 
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING (Based on John 8; James 5) 

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness 
but will have the light of life.” 
 In this second Sunday of Advent, we remember the peace that passes all 
understanding: the peace of Christ. Peace and humility go hand in hand, for it is only 
when we are humble enough to listen to each other that true, lasting peace can be 
formed. Though it may seem like nothing can be done about people shouting at each 
other without listening, or that the forces of darkness have never been stronger, the 
book of James reminds us that being a true follower of Jesus brings humility and light 
to the world: 
 13 Are any of you wise and understanding? Show that your actions are good with a 
humble lifestyle that comes from wisdom. 14 However, if you have bitter jealousy and 
selfish ambition in your heart, then stop bragging and living in ways that deny the 
truth. 15 This is not the wisdom that comes down from above. Instead, it is from the 
earth, natural and demonic. 16 Wherever there is jealousy and selfish ambition, there is 
disorder and everything that is evil. 17 What of the wisdom from above? First, it is pure, 
and then peaceful, gentle, obedient, filled with mercy and good actions, fair, and 
genuine. 18 Those who make peace sow the seeds of justice by their peaceful acts. 
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The first two blue candles are lit 

 Today, we light the candles of hope and peace, small sparks of Christ’s justice 
against the darkness of sin and evil. 

 
*CANDLE LIGHTING HYMN  “Light a Candle Bright and Tall ” (v.2)   

CALL TO CONFESSION                                 Rev. Elana Levy 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                   Rev. Elana Levy 
Holy and Beloved God, you are the great peacemaker, who brings together 
many different parts and makes the one united body of Christ. Yet, we 
often turn aside from the peace you offer, and assume that we alone have it 
right. Instead of listening to your call to comfort one another, we 
accidentally or purposefully rub salt in the spiritual wounds of our 
neighbors. Help us to stop making things worse, and instead offer cool, 
calm comfort to your warm and wonderful people, all in the name of your 
peacemaking. Amen. 

~a moment of silent reflection~ 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                           Rev. Elana Levy 
 
RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS   “Jesus, Name Above All Names”               W-39 



 4 

 

*WELCOMING THE CHILDREN                              Rev. Lucus Keppel 
Let the children come to me, and do not stop them; 

for it’s to such as these, that God’s Kingdom belongs. 

GOD SPEAKS TO THE PEOPLE 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION           Liturgist, Richard Spencer 
O God, our Comforting Companion, bring your peace of mind to us as we read your 
holy scripture. Help us to know and love your Word, that we may walk in the Way of 
Jesus. Amen. 

STORY FROM THE BIBLE          Mark 1:1-8     Liturgist, Richard Spencer 
 
TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES                             Sue Chancellor 

After the children’s sermon, children up through 
kindergarten age may leave with Donna Bridenstine. 

Praise the Lord! 
 The Lord’s name be praised! 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING        Isaiah 40:1-11            Rev. Lucus Keppel 
 

CHORAL ANTHEM       “Alleluia from Cantata No. 142”  Bach/ed. Ivan Trusler          
 

SERMON                              “Treasure of Dunkin’ John:          Rev. Lucus Keppel 
          a “peace of the map”                 
 

 ~Time For Reflection~ 
 

*HYMN                        “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”             R-87 
 

CALLED BY GOD TO RESPOND 
 

PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBER 
 
*PROFESSION OF FAITH  
 
*RENUNCIATIONS  
Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and renounce 
the power of evil and its power in the world? 
 I do. 
Who is your Lord and Savior? 
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 Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior. 
Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his love? 
 I will, with God’s help. 
 
*PROFESSION 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith: 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
 and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;  
 he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;  
 he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God  
 the Father Almighty;  from thence he shall come to judge the quick  
 and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
    saints;  
 the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life       
         everlasting.  Amen. 
  
Let us pray. Holy God, we praise you for calling us to be a servant people, and for 
gathering us into the body of Christ. We thank you for choosing to add to our number a 
sister in faith. Together, may we live in your Spirit, and so love one another that we 
may have the mind of Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom we give honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 

WELCOME                        ELDER 
 Let us welcome Ruby as she joins with us in the worship and mission of the 
church. 

 With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you to share with us in the 
 ministry of Christ, for we are all one in him. 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
CALL TO OFFERING                                                Rev. Elana Levy 
 
OFFERING                          Rev. Elana Levy 
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*RESPONSE OF THANKSGIVING   “Creator of the Stars of Night”             R-84 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION                      Rev. Elana Levy 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER           Rev. Lucus Keppel 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
 our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

SENT BY GOD INTO THE WORLD 

*SENDING HYMN                “O Day of Peace” (Choir v.1, All v.2)             R-373 
 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                            Rev. Lucus Keppel 
May the light of God shine through the darkest places of your life. May the call of Christ 
resound through your being. May the love of the Holy Spirit connect you always with 
fellowship and community. In the name of God, go in peace and serve the LORD! 

TAKING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD                       Acolyte, Seve Smith 
 
BENEDICTION RESPONSE   “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning ” (v.1)        R-350 

*POSTLUDE                       Erik Collins 
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Thank you for joining us!  A warm welcome to any visitors with us this morning! 

PRAYERS REQUESTED 
Please contact the church office to update prayer requests. 

 
-Jen Crosswhite, friend of Pastor Lucus, as her city of Santa Paula, CA is being  
    evacuated due to wildfires. 
-Howard Fenton, as he recovers from pneumonia and a fall. 
-Jackie Braselton and family on the death of her sister. 
-Ruby Morain’s friend, Rachel, who is in the hospital battling a flare-up of  
   an autoimmune disease. 
-Barbara Higgins, Margot Ries. 
-The Family of Vicky Adams. 
-Jackie Ballew, prayers for recovery after a fall. 
-Florence Churchill. 
-Ken McComb, for strength as he faces the recurrence of cancer. 
-Laura Fenton, niece of Howard & Evelyn Fenton, for strength as she is treated  for  
   cancer. 
-Nate Tuell, young friend of the Fenton’s, who broke a leg and will be in a cast for six  
   weeks. 
-Lee & Jonna Adams, ongoing health treatments for their son, Zane. 
-Bess Guthrie, for comfort and the freedom to be active due to heart related issues.  
-The Kraft-Lindsay Family. 
-Lisette Wigton, for continued healing. 
-Patti Karner (daughter-in-law of Ted Karner).  
-Reagan McCrackin, Ted Karner’s great granddaughter. 
-Khoosnam & Ava Commissariat for healing & comfort (dear friends of Kate Hanson). 
-Presbytery Officers and Staff. 
-All who have served on Presbytery committees or work groups this year. 
-Our Sister Church, Chinandi Congregation, in Malawi, Africa. 
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OUR STAFF 
Rev. Elana Levy and Rev. Lucus Keppel, Co-Pastors 

Sue Chancellor, Director of Christian Education 
Erik Collins, Director of Music 
Donna Bridenstine, Child Care 

Kim Harvey, Administrative Assistant 
 

ELDERS ON SESSION 
  Class of 2017  Margot Ries    Randy Smith 
  Class of 2018  Robert Block   Brenda Cunningham Katy Orrell 
  Class of 2019  Ann Frazier    Craig Hanson   Dwayne Strasheim 
 

TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH—PC(USA) 
9303 E. 111th St. Bixby, OK 74008   918-369-3690 

www.trinitychurchbixby.org 
     Trinity@olp.net  |  Trinitymusic@olp.net  |  www.pcusa.org 


