
   

 

TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 16, 2018   10:30 AM 

       THIS IS GOD’S HOUSE.  
ALL ARE WELCOME! 



 2 

 
GOD CALLS THE PEOPLE TOGETHER 

(* Indicates those who are able, please stand.  Bold print indicates responsive reading.) 
(W = White Hymnal;  R = Red Hymnal) 

GATHERING MUSIC                                                                              Erik Collins 
 
WELCOME  AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                             Liturgist, Beth Keppel 
  This is the day the lord has made. 
   Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

                              
(Please sign Friendship Pads) 

 
BRINGING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST                              Acolyte 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                (from Isa 12)                        Liturgist, Beth Keppel 
Surely God is my salvation. I will trust, and will not be afraid!   
 For the LORD God is my strength and my might; God has become my 
 salvation.  
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. And you will say in that day: 
 Give thanks to the LORD, call on God’s name! 
Make known God’s deeds among the nations; proclaim that the name of the LORD is 
exalted. 
 Sing praises to the LORD, for God has done gloriously. Let this be 
 known in all the earth. 
Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of 
Israel. 
 Hallelujah! Let us worship God!  
 
CANDLE LIGHTING         (based on Zephaniah 3; Ephesians 5:8) 
This morning, we celebrate the many joys of our faith. We believe that there is no part 
of creation untouched by God’s grace and care, by the unstoppable love of our Savior, 
by the thrilling revival of the Spirit. As children of the promise, we are called to pray for 
all things – even a renewal of joy. God’s salvation is so sure and certain, that the 
prophets called on us to rejoice even on our most sorrowful, suffering days. We need 
not fear because we know – Spoiler alert – Goodness, love, justice, and truth will 
triumph in the end. Hear these words from the prophet Zephaniah: 

 
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your 
heart, O daughter Jerusalem! God will rejoice over you with gladness, God will 
renew you with love; and exult over you with loud singing as on a day of 
festival.  The LORD says, “I will remove disaster from you, so that you will  
not bear reproach for it. I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I 
will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into 
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praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you home, at the 
time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all 
the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes.” 

 
The first two blue candles and the pink candle are lit 

 
Today, we light the candle of hope, the candle of peace, and the candle of joy, trusting in 
God to be our righteousness. 
 
“We were once darkness, but now we are light in the Lord.  

Let us live as children of Light” 
 
*CANDLE LIGHTING HYMN    “Advent Leads Our Heart to Hope”      Joseph Parry  

 
CALL TO CONFESSION                             Rev. Lucus Keppel 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION       (from Psalm 5)          Rev. Lucus Keppel 
 Give ear to my words, O Lord; give heed to my sighing. For you are not a 
 God who delights in wickedness; no evil dwells with you. Arrogance 
 cannot stand in your presence and you hate all wrongdoing. Yet, 
 through the abundance of your steadfast love, I will enter you house in 
 awe of you. Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness; make your way 
 straight before me. Forgive me all my sins. For all who take refuge in 
 you rejoice; let me ever sing for joy. 
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~a moment of silent reflection~ 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON       (from John 16:23-24)            Rev. Lucus Keppel 
 
RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS    “The People Who Walked in Darkness” (refrain)   R-86 

*WELCOMING THE CHILDREN                                        Rev. Elana Levy 
Let the children come to me, and do not stop them; 

for it’s to such as these, that God’s Kingdom belongs. 

GOD SPEAKS TO THE PEOPLE 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION            Liturgist, Beth Keppel 
 
STORY FROM THE BIBLE           Philippians 4:4-7     Liturgist, Beth Keppel 
 
TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES                          Richard Spencer 

After the children’s sermon, children up through 
kindergarten age may leave with Donna Bridenstine. 

Praise the Lord! 
 The Lord’s name be praised! 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING       Isaiah 55:12-13     Liturgist, Beth Keppel 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM           Still, Still, Still         arr. Norman Luboff 
 
GOSPEL READING            Luke 3:1-6, 15-19               Rev. Elana Levy 

 
SERMON                         “Rejoice Always?”                   Rev. Elana Levy 

 
~Time For Reflection~ 

 
*HYMN                “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry”                       R-96 
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RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS  David & Faith Sellen, Phil Park, Doug & Melanie Rainwater 
 
PRESENTATION                    Elder 
Hear these words from Holy Scripture: 
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your 
calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is 
above all and through all and in all. 
 
*RENUNCIATIONS                
Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and renounce 
the power of evil and its power in the world? 
 I do 
Who is your Lord and Savior? 
 Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior. 
Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his love? 
 I will, with God’s help. 
*PROFESSION OF FAITH               Revs. Lucus & Elana 
As members of the body of Christ, let us reaffirm the faith into which we were baptized:
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth, and 
 in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
 Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
 crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 
 rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
 right hand of God  the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
 judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
 catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
 resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

WELCOME                     Elder 
Let us welcome David, Faith, Phil, Melanie, and Doug as they join with us in the 
worship and mission of the church. 
 With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you to share with us in the 
 ministry of Christ, for we are all one in him. 
 
PASSING THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 
CALL TO OFFERING                                           Rev. Lucus Keppel 
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OFFERING  
 
*RESPONSE OF THANKSGIVING   “O Little Town of Bethlehem” v3           R-121 

OFFERING PRAYER                    Rev. Lucus Keppel 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER           Rev. Lucus Keppel 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
 our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 set before us, so that we and all your children shall be free, and the 
 whole earth live to praise your name; through Christ our Lord: Amen. 

 

SENT BY GOD INTO THE WORLD 

*SENDING HYMN                     “You Shall Go Out with Joy” x2                R-80 
 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                  Rev. Elana Levy 
 
TAKING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD                            Acolyte 
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BENEDICTION RESPONSE   “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” v4         R-107 

 
*POSTLUDE                       Erik Collins 
 
 

Online giving now available! 

http://bit.ly/give2trinitybixby 

ATTENDANCE   There were 79 worshippers in attendance during our service last 
Sunday, and contributions were $2,624.00 in comparison to our weekly budget of 
$4,360.00. 
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OUR STAFF 
Rev. Elana Levy and Rev. Lucus Keppel, Co-Pastors 
Sue Chancellor, Director of Christian Education 

Erik Collins, Director of Music 
Donna Bridenstine, Child Care 

 Sadie Redburn, Administrative Assistant 
 

ELDERS ON SESSION 
  Class of 2018  Robert Block   Brenda Cunningham Katy Orrell 
  Class of 2019  Ann Frazier    Craig Hanson   Dwayne Strasheim 
  Class of 2020  John Clawson   Debbie Straabe 

PRAYERS REQUESTED 
Please contact the church office to update prayer requests. 

-Margot Ries: recovery after a fall 

-Prayers for the Kraft-Lindsey family on the death of Bryan’s mom 

-Prayers for the Clawson family on the death of John’s father 

-For those who have served faithfully as Ruling Elders—and those whom God will call 
to  serve as Ruling Elders shortly! 

-Lisette Wigton: to remain healthy and cancer free 

-Sydney & Ben Meeks: (friends of Kate Hanson) prayers for the family on the death 
 of their 1 year old son 

-Midge Ryan: Chuck Keppel’s sister 

-Norah: granddaughter of the Kessler’s 

-Guy Nelson: (Liz Powell’s father in law) prayers for healing following surgery 

-Amanda: (friend of Susan Austin) whose step-son, Caleb, is nearing his last days on 
 this earth.  He is 23 years old and has a 2 year old son. 

-Jackie Braselton and family on the death of her sister 

-Florence Churchill: continued strength and improvement in hospice care 

-Lee & Jonna Adams: ongoing health treatments for their son, Zane 

-Bess Guthrie: comfort and the freedom from back & hip pain 

-Our Sister Church: Embombeni Congregation, in Malawi, Africa 


